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#PeoplesDailyComments: Has Apple considered the consequences of
offering navigation for rioters in #HongKong?

In Apple's App Store, there is a map app that provides crowdsourced
information on the location of police to faciltate illegal activities. The app,
which s free to download, allows rioters to run wild and avoid law
enforcement. The app for rioters has helped them conduct violence and
‘makes one wonder what the motive of Apple is by offering such an app.
Hong Kong s at a challenging period and many residents are against the
riots and protests. Apple has ignored the reality in Hong Kong by
reversing its ban on HKmap.live. Has it become an accomplice of the
rioters?

A company should have high standards and should bear its social
responsibility. Apple’s decision to allow the app has put people in danger.
Has Apple really thought this through?

Beyond the map, the iTunes Store in Hong Kong is selling a separatist
‘song, which used to be banned. One cannot help but wonder what is
behind Apple’s recent moves.
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News

Apple under fire from China over HKmap.live app
that tracks police activity amid Hong Kong protests

+ HKmap.live uses crowdsourcing to track police vehicles, armed officers and
incidents in which people have been injured

« People’s Daily column accuses the tech giant of ‘allowing its platform to clear the
way for an app that incites illegal behaviour’
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General News

China criticizes Apple for app that tracks Hong Kong police

BELJING (AP) — Apple became the latest company targeted for Chinese pressure over
protests in Hong Kong when the ruling (ot E S i g Tt B e e st e e

he tech giant Wednesday for a smartphone app that allows activists to report police

movements.

HKmaplive, designed by an outside supplier and available on Apple Incs online store,
“facilitates illegal behavior,” People’s Daily said in a commentary:

“Is Apple guiding Hong Kong thugs?” the newspaper said.

Beijing has pressed companies including Hong Kong’s Cathay Pacific Airways to take
the government’s side against the protests, which are in their fourth month.
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Chinese Media’s Attacks on Apple and
N.B.A. Help Inflame Nationalism

Outlets are trying to intimidate multinational companies into

toeing the party line while Beijing tries to rein in the Hong Kong

prot
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By Tripp Mickle, Jeff Horwitz and Yoko Kubota
Updated Oct. 10,2019 4:27 pm ET
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Apple Inc. and Google both removed apps associated with Hong Kong’s antigovernment
protests from their digital stores in recent days, thrusting the two Silicon Valley giants into
a controversy engulfing other U.S. companies.

Apple removed from its App Store a crowdsourced map service that allows Hong Kong
protesters to track police activity, one day after the Chinese Communist Party-run People’s

Dail paper lashed out at the iPhone maker. calling th





image13.png
TIME CORONAVIRUS BRIEF  YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED  WEARING MASKS  SHOPPING SAFELY.

Hong Kong Plunges Deeper into Crisis as Protests Break..

Anti-communist cro hed through Hong Kong Sunday to decry t

he app removal comes after Communist Party mouthpiece People’s Dails
accused Apple of enabling illegal behavior in Hong Kong and “not telling right

“Is Apple ... opening the door for the violent protesters that are ruining Hong
Kong, with the intention of being an ‘accomplice?” says the strongly worded
commentary published Tuesday.

The state media outlet also warned Apple that it may endanger its reputation
among Chinese consumers. “This recklessness will cause much trouble for
Apple,” it said. “Apple needs to think deeply.”
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After China Objects, Apple Removes App
Used By Hong Kong Protesters
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intent, it says, of helping people avoid trouble spots
and stay safe. The app was originally rejected by
Apple and refused entry into the App Store. That
unleashed a wave of protests that eventually saw the
decision overturned and the app allowed into the

store.

“Nobody wants to drag Apple into the lingering unrest
in Hong Kong,” IT¥ 220 B LHRIAISE, “but people
have reason to assume that Apple is mixing business
with politics, and even illegal acts. Apple has to think
about the consequences of its unwise and reckless
decision.” The newspaper is the official mouthpiece of
the ruling Communist Party. Tt speaks for the
country’s leadership.
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Beijing (AFP) - China's state media accused Apple Wednesday of supporting pro-
democracy protesters, warning the US tech giant would suffer consequences for
its "unwise and reckless” decision, in an echo of campaigns against other Western
firms.

T T TN 2 AROEY, the mouthpiece of the ruling Communist

Party, highlighted a transport app available on Apple's store that it alleged helped
protesters identify police in Hong Kong.

"Apple's approval for the app obviously helps rioters," the article said.
"Does this mean Apple intended to be an accomplice to the rioters?"
The article then cautioned that: "The map app is just the tip of the iceberg".

Ttalleged that a song advocating "Hong Kong independence” had appeared on the
"Apple Music Store" in the southern Chinese city, then issued an ominous

warning.
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China is pressuring Apple to censor an app used by Hong Kong protesters.

HKmap.live, which is sold at Apple's online store, allows people to report police activity --
where officers are, where tear gas is being deployed, etc.

he newspaper of the Communist Party, People’s Daily, asserted in an
opinion Wednesday that HKmap.live "facilitates illegal behavior."}

"Is Apple guiding Hong Kong thugs?" the paper asked. "Apple jumped into this on its own
and mixed together business with politics and commercial activity with illegal activities.”
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Become an FT subscriber to read:

China state media attacks Apple for
Hong Kong police tracking app

Make informed decisions with the FT

Keep abreast of significant corporate, financial and political
developments around the world. Stay informed and spot emerging
risks and opportunities with independent global reporting, expert
commentary and analysis you can trust.
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by James EDGAR
Hong Kong (AFP) |

The tech giant's pulling of HKmap.live was blasted as bowing to China and
comes as high-profile brands, including the NBA and its Houston Rockets
franchise, come under pressure from communist authorities over perceived
support for democracy demonstrations in the financial hub.

Chinese state media this week tore into the app, which collates information on
police locations submitted by users, charging that it was helping “rioters”.

(LTI E Y The People's Daily said by stocking the app, Apple}

/as “mixing business with politics, and even illegal acts”.

On Thursday the app was no longer available on Apple's Hong Kong App Store.

“We have verified with the Hong Kong Cybersecurity and Technology Crime
Bureau that the app has been used to target and ambush police,” said a
notification sent by Apple and published on the HKmap.live's Telegram channel,
which has more than 70,000 subscribers.

“Criminals have used it to victimise residents in areas where they know there is
no law enforcement,” it continued.
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"[The app] has been used in ways that endanger law enforcement and
residents in Hong Kong," Apple said in a statement. The California-based
company initially rejected the app for containing content that facilitates illegal
activities and evades law enforcement.

Apple's actions "betrayed the feelings of the Chinese people,” the Communist
Party mouthpiece said. The Communist Youth League of China also
denounced Apple on Chinese social media.

‘The criticism in China hits Apple in one of its most important markets for the

iPhone - second only to the U.S. in sales - and its main production base for
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